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Rejoice! Jesus has come!
1 Peter 1:1-12
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Reading: 1 Peter 1:1-12 (ESV)
Rejoice! Jesus has come! Jesus has come and is coming again. Our Sovereign King is already on
His throne! Like the popular song says, no power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me
from His hand. There exists nothing that can upend the inevitable rule and reign of Jesus. The
enemy has already been defeated and our eternal security as believers in Christ is set in stone.
How do we contrast the truth of this good news with the sobering reality that life brings
suffering? We get sick, we get hurt, we get rejected, we get embarrassed, we get mocked, we
get used, and we get forgotten about.
The pain that encompasses the earthly life would have been common place to the original
recipients of 1 Peter who were scattered throughout the five Roman provinces of Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. Scripture indicates that the large majority of these
individuals living in the diaspora would have been Gentile Christians as opposed to Jewish
Christians. We see backing for a majority Gentile Christian audience when we look to 1 Peter
2:10 that refers to the recipients as once no people, but now a part of God’s people. Those
from a Jewish lineage would not fit the bill as they were initially God’s chosen people.
Some scholars argue that the recipients of 1 Peter should literally be viewed as refugees – those
who have been involuntarily displaced from their homelands. In one of his texts, author John
Elliott states, “Earthquakes, famines, wars, and similar upheavals certainly did displace many
residents in the Roman Empire in the first century, while persecution or harassment for one’s
Christian faith may have driven others to leave their homes.” Yet, Scripture provides a solid
biblical precedent for understanding this term of refugee metaphorically. As we read in Phil.
3:20 and Hebrews 11:13-16, the world is not a Christians’ true home and therefore everyone
who belongs to the Kingdom of God is thought of as a stranger or refugee wherever they live.
Although it’s impossible to determine what percentage of Peter’s audience would have been
actual refugees, the fact remains that these people would have been accustomed to suffering
for the sake of Christ. In a Greco-Roman world heavily influenced by the claims of the emperor
and the imperial cult, the very notion of naming Jesus Christ as Lord caused believers to be
regarded as aliens or refugees in their communities and often led them to experience
harassment or persecution.
What was it that kept these first century believers devoted to their faith and Christian
convictions throughout an onslaught of harassment and persecution by the majority of the
population?
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Born again to an imperishable living hope
We find the answer to this in v.3-5 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
So, my intent isn’t to make any non-believers stick out if you’re joining us this morning as I’m
glad you’re here and hope that you come to know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, but
for those of us that already believe the Father sent His Son Jesus to this earth to take away the
sins of humanity in order to restore Creation to what it was originally intended to be and as a
result of His majesty and glory have put your full faith in Him. If that’s you, would you please
raise your hands right now.
If you raised your hand right now, your inheritance as a son or daughter of the living God is
eternally secure. Sarah and I are currently in the process of buying a house and if everything
goes according to plan we’ll be closing on the home at the end of this month. Purchasing a
home, especially our first home as a family is exciting, but I have to admit that it’s also a little
scary. In the townhome where Penelope, Sarah, and I currently live if something were to go
wrong, e.g., a tree falling on the roof of our house, which happened last year, all I have to do is
make a phone call to the landlord, explain the situation, and I get to wash my hands of all
financial responsibility.
For those of you that own your homes, things work a little different, don’t they? There is no one
to come to your rescue when you’re away from home over the holidays visiting your in-laws
when the pipes in your home decide to freeze, burst, and flood your basement. What a joy that
has to be when you tell your spouse that you’re going to grab some hamburger from the
freezer down in the basement only to discover that you need a canoe to navigate the two feet
of frigid water covering the lower portion of your home. (Titanic scene).
Unlike owning our own home in this life – where we’re responsible for the down payment, the
mortgage, and the maintenance – our inheritance in Christ – our eternal home – is already paid
in full. Our heavenly home, the place where all of us that raised our hands are guaranteed by
the precious blood of Jesus to become our permanent residence after this life doesn’t require
us to write a check every month or enter an on-line billing code. The beaten and bloodied path
that Jesus walked and crawled for us didn’t simply cover the down payment on our eternal
home, but was an all-inclusive sacrificial package. Jesus’ atoning death covered the down
payment, the property tax, the closing cost, those pesky additional hidden fees, and, oh yeah,
the payment in full.
Our imperishable inheritance is being guarded by the power of God through our faith in Him.
For the last month or so I occasionally take a drive past the house that Sarah, Penelope, and I
will soon call our own and about a week ago I was pleased to see that below the for sale sign in
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the front yard was the word pending. As believers in Christ, our eternal home – our heavenly
inheritance – is not listed as pending. The sign out front reads sold. And not only is it sold, but
we have the God of the universe doing constant maintenance on it so that it’s ready for us
when He calls us home.
Suffering that leads to richer praise and glory
Suffering, as we all know, is inevitable in this life. Ever since the Fall of mankind that Scripture
talks about in Genesis 3, the result has not only been a separation between ourselves and God,
but also division and brokenness between one another. Our rebellion against God in the garden
has brought on pain and heartbreak for believers and non-believers alike. Though suffering is
part of our current climate, the believer can be inspired to not only endure their difficult
circumstances, but to rejoice in their suffering knowing that it is only a matter of time before
they receive their God guarded inheritance.
Peter writes, “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” So, rejoicing even in the midst of our suffering. What a
counter-cultural concept. What does that even look like?
On Tuesday, Protestant Christians all around the world celebrated the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation when Martin Luther, in 1517, rejected several teachings and practices of the
Roman Catholic Church in his Ninety-Five Theses. Although Luther is credited with being the
instigator in bringing about much needed reform to the church, John Wycliffe – b. 1320s; d.
1384, a theological, biblical translator, and Oxford seminary professor – was well known for his
dissatisfaction with the Roman Catholic Church, specifically the privileged status of their clergy
and the luxuries that accompanied their local congregations. Wycliffe held to the belief that
Christians ought only rely on the Bible as the true Word of God as opposed to the teachings of
popes and clerics, which eventually led to his efforts in translating the Bible to English.
In 1384 Wycliffe died at 64 years of age after complications from a stroke. Wycliffe
accomplished some incredible feats for the Kingdom of God during his earthly life, but it did not
come without much persecution from those who disagreed with his commitment to Christ. In
1415 at the Counsel of Constance, Wycliffe was deemed a heretic and his works along with his
body were instructed to be burnt. In 1428 – 44 years following his death – Wycliffe’s corpse was
dug out of the ground, burnt, and deposited at the bottom of a river.
Wycliffe and his followers suffered harassment and persecution throughout their lives at the
hands of those who were outraged at their view of Scripture and the authority they assigned to
it. Wycliffe and like-minded others devoted themselves to a counter-cultural truth that was
offensive to others, because it denounced selfishness and elitism.
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Friends, we may not be attempting to reform the Roman Catholic Church like Luther or
Wycliffe, but when we make the claim that the only way to God the Father is through the Son
Jesus Christ, we can expect various trials and a genuine testing of our faith. Rejoicing in our
suffering for the praise and glory of Jesus Christ means that when we encounter hardship as we
share our faith we recognize the good work that the Lord is doing through us. If you’re
comfortable in your relationships with non-believers, then there is a good chance that you’re
not living out the mission of God – to make disciples of all nations. To love the Lord your God
and to love others.
One simple, but maybe not so simple way that we can suffer for the case of Christ is to get
more specific when we’re talking about who our Lord is. That means, we don’t talk about God. I
never thought I would hear myself say that. When we choose to call God by no other name
than God itself we leave the door open for interpretation in the minds of non-believers.
Friends, I challenge you to use the name of Jesus when you’re having conversations with nonChristian friends. The name of Jesus makes it more specific, more direct. Carson Wentz, a
devout Christian, former NDSU football player, and current Philadelphia Eagles quarterback,
recently stated that if the Apostle Paul can be put in prison for preaching Jesus then he can
handle a few nasty comments when he tweets directly about his Savior. We can too can handle
pushback when we speak His name – in the majority of cases, the harassment won’t be nearly
as bad as we think it will be and the benefits can be eternally significant. When we proclaim the
name of Jesus we find joy in the inner most parts of our heart, because we are fulfilling our
mission as believers. We bring the praise and glory to King Jesus that is due Him.
The advantage of modern believers
To address our third and final point this morning let’s re-read v. 10-12. Peter writes,
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours
searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now
been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.”
Quite simply, the advantage that we as modern believers have over people of past eras is that
we live in the climax of God’s salvific plan for His followers. Those who have lived post-Jesus’
death and resurrection have had the privilege of knowing who the Old Testament prophesies
were referencing – the Son, Jesus. Not only do we as modern believers know the name of Jesus,
but we also know the timeframe of his earthly life and ministry. Friends, you and I know the
details of God’s playbook. The same details that Peter says the Old Testament prophets and
angels longed to know! We are living in the climactic time of God’s salvific plan through His Son
Jesus. Between the time of Jesus’ birth two thousand years ago and His future return we are
called to wait patiently and expectantly for the inevitable return of the Son who will put an end
to all that is contrary to the Father’s will. He who will restore creation to its perfect origins. We
can consider ourselves lucky to be the people of God today as we know the details to the end of
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the story. Evil’s days are numbered and King Jesus, who is already on His throne, will establish
His reign for eternity.
So, how do we then live in the already, but not yet reign of Jesus? As privileged modern day
believers, we ought to live our lives with the sole purpose of proclaiming the coming Kingdom
of God. God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – have descended fully in their glory, righteousness,
and justice. As modern day disciples of Jesus, we can take joy in our suffering for the sake of
Christ, knowing that we honor our Savior through our obedience to Him.
This morning I want to leave you with a poem that was discovered in the home of a young
pastor from Zimbabwe after he had been martyred for his Christian faith. The poem is entitled,
“My Banner Is Clear”.
“I am part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have Holy Spirit power, the die has been cast. I
have stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I’m a disciple of Jesus. I won’t look
back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still.
My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I’m finished and done with
low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly
talking, cheap giving, and dwarfed goals.
I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don’t
have to be right, first, tops, recognized, or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean on His presence,
walk by patience, am uplifted by prayer, and labor by power.
My face is set, my goal is His Kingdom, my road is narrow, my way rough, my guide reliable, my
mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded or
delayed.
I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the
table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.
I will not give up, shut up, let up until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, preached up for
the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus.
I must go ‘til He comes, give ‘til I drop, work ‘til He stops me, complete the task He has given
me. And when He comes for His own, He will have no problem recognizing me – my banner will
be clear.”
Folks, our church is in a transition, but our mission remains the same yesterday, today, and until
our Savior comes again.
Rejoice! Jesus has come and is coming again!
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