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When our children left home for college there were things we wanted to make sure they
knew. Most of those things were not new, as parenting means preparing along the
way of life.
Rather, they were highlights of some important things we wanted them not to forget, to
keep central to who they are and how they think and live. Parenting involves
increasingly loosening the reigns we hold on our children. Yes, that means we
don’t always know everything that is happening with them. We can’t, nor should we.
What are some things that are important for our children to know when they leave the
nest? (Audience participation)
Our children tell us some hilarious stories of things we DIDN’T know. Yet trust and
building trust means we must let go or we get in the way of who God intends
them to become.
This metaphor of letting go is appropriate when thinking of the new chapter both
you and we are entering. It’s different. Yes. Is it scary? Sometimes, especially if we
are having difficulty trusting that God is active, including in us.
This is also an exciting time of opportunity. Kristy and I believe that for you. Since
I’ve come back from the three-month sabbatical, we’re seeing new things at work at
TBC. Being away has helped us see where God is working, but also has spurred
some of you on to doing things you’ve perhaps resisted in the past.
We see excitement, particularly with the middle-school Youth, while also recognizing
that there are still needs with the older high schoolers. We see good things in the
children’s ministries, with the nursery, with the ways that you are caring for each other.
I continue to stress the importance of Life Groups, because I believe they are
foundational to our proper growth in Christ together. We are grateful for Pastor
Kalen and the leadership of TBC. Some of you are championing new learning
opportunities. I think that excites me the most, when a person, couple or handful
of you take the initiative to begin new things or take on areas that interest you.
I want to return to a diagram I used January 3, 2016 in a message titled TBC Health
Assessment. I encourage you to go on our website and access that message.
I used a triangle, suggesting that if we want to take a proper health assessment of our
church, we should look at three key areas. How do we measure and encourage
personal transformation? How do we measure and promote community? How
do we measure and practice mission?

These areas are interconnected. If we emphasize only one, or two, we become
imbalanced, i. e. unhealthy. But when we invite people to grow more fully in Christ,
to grow with each other and together to join God in what He is doing around us,
we not only experience the joy of growing as Christ’s disciples, but we also get to
be part of making disciples for Christ.
Before we return to the triangle illustration, Pastor Kalen is going to lead us reading
from three passages in the Gospels. Read Mark 12:28-34; Luke 22:24-27; John 13:3-5,
33-35.
What stood out to you? (Audience participation) Conflict is the setting for the
encounters with the scribes and religious leaders as well as with Jesus’ closest
disciples. Another common denominator is that these incidents both occur in
Jerusalem during Jesus’ last days of ministry before His betrayal, arrest and crucifixion.
A third common denominator is that Jesus highlights our understanding and
practice of love as the indicator of our relationship and obedience to God.
Let’s use the triangle as a diagram to help us see the interconnectedness, as well as
the importance of these summary sayings of our Lord.
•

Love God.

Jesus answered, “The most important (commandment) is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all you heart and with
all your soul and will all your mind and with all your strength.’” Mark 12:29-30
These words were memorized by every Hebrew child. They are the John 3:16 of the
OT, specifically Deuteronomy 6, known as the Shema from the Hebrew word for hear.
When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus says it is to love the Lord with all
we are: heart, soul, mind and strength. He is our God.
The biblical understanding and emphasis of love is not so much a feeling as an action.
Where do we get this love? From God Himself. We love because He first loved us,
John reminds us (1 John 4:19). Love given is love first received.
What are ways that demonstrate our love for God? (Audience participation) I contend
that when we do what Moses commands and Jesus affirms, there is true personal or life
transformation. Paul would say that Christ is formed in us (Galatians 4:19).
Jesus reminds the scribe that the second greatest commandment derives from the first
one. I mentioned this briefly last week when we looked at Leviticus 19, the passage
referenced in James 4.
•

Love others.

“The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:31
When we love God, we love others. When we learn to love others, we learn more
about God Who is the source of love.
So what does loving others look like? (Audience participation) Lest we equivocate on
our definition of neighbor, Jesus clearly teaches that neighbor means anyone in need.
In other words, we do not limit loving others to those with whom we already have a
relationship.
Loving others is God’s mission. When we love others we join God on mission. “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son . . .” John 3:16
We share about the God Who loves us perfectly in Jesus Christ . . . and Whose
on-going love is what this world needs for them to come to know God Himself.
•

Love one another.

The tension was building in Jerusalem. Everyone could sense there would be a
showdown between the Rabbi Jesus and the ruling religious and political authorities.
The disciples, convinced that their Teacher was about to do something great, respond
to the impending crisis with competition over the choice positions in His coming
administration. Luke records this.
Jesus responds by washing their feet. Then He tells them He is about to leave them,
which just makes them more confused. Jesus says: “A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another: Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” John 13:34-35
We know these words. Do we realize what Jesus is saying? It can be summed up with
one word: Together. Don’t ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever forget
that I love you, so you must love one another. That will signal to everyone else that you
are My followers.
The way you treat each other as brothers and sisters in My name, will speak more than
anything you could do, more than any messages, any methods, even miracles.
Love one another. I use the word Together, because this helps describe this for me.
Jesus gives this command to His closest followers. What does loving each other look
like? What does together look like? (Audience participation)
One could argue that Jesus’ words in John 13 to His disciples and His words to the
scribe in quoting about loving one’s neighbor are the same, but it helps me to make a

distinction: loving our neighbor as joining God on mission, while loving one another as
an emphasis on community. The arrows between each demonstrate how they are
interconnected. We can’t love God apart from loving others, nor can we experience
together apart from loving God and others.
Loving God. Loving Others. Together. When we understand and live out love from
God’s perspective, we realize that this is exactly what discipleship, being His
followers and inviting others to do the same, is all about.
Conclusion. During the next several months you will be wrestling with a fundamental
question. Who are we? How you answer that question will assist you as your interim
pastor helps prepare you to identify God’s next lead pastor for you. I suggest that these
five words – Loving God. Loving Others. Together – help us to remember the
essentials of whom we are and whom our Lord calls us to become.
Kristy and I will be praying for you. Our plan is to continue to live in Jamestown for the
immediate future. Beginning November, however, we will not be attending worship here
for at least six months to give you time and space to transition to that next chapter.
Most of those Sundays we will be on the road.
I spoke about how we train our children for the day they will move to be on their own.
Most education is limited to 12 or 13 years. I’m a little slow. You’ve been training me
for over 27 years. It’s time for the next step for both of us. Let’s live with excitement.
knowing that God is up to something in us, through us, all around us.
I ask that you carefully consider what I’ve shared this morning. I also ask that you do
something else to help you. 1) Look around. Here. Now. What do you see? Not see?
(Whom do you see? Not see?) Ask God what He would have you see. 2) When you
leave this morning take some time to look around outside the building. What do you
see? Not see? Ask God what He would have you see. Look from various vantage
points around the building. 3) Do the same where you live. 4) Lastly, take a look into
the mirror and ask the same questions. Consider doing this exercise several times
during the next weeks. Think in terms of the five words – Loving God. Loving Others.
Together. (Pray)

NEXT STEPS: Read Mark 12:28-24; Luke 22:24-27; John 13:3-5, 33-35 aloud slowly
three times. Share with another the word or phrase that stands out to you? Review the
outline. Discuss the interconnectedness of Loving God. Loving Others. Together. What
is God helping you to see within this building? Outside? Around your home? In the
mirror? Share a praise, a request and then pray together. Next week Pastor Kalen will
be sharing.

