October 1, 2017 Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, ND
TITLE: A ONE ANOTHER WARNING (One Another #4)

Share some examples of conflict in our society today. (Audience) Between members of
Congress, between nations, between people over the protests during the playing of the
national anthem at sporting events, between parents and children, between spouses.
The media draws us into the dispute whether radio, TV or social media like Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. A U. S. Senator (James Langford) claimed Thursday that
Russian Twitter bots helped feed the controversy over the national anthem . . . from
both sides.
I think I have a solution for Congress. I’d send them all for two weeks to help clean up
on Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Three rules: Groups must include both political
parties. They can’t be in charge, but must take orders from the locals or others. No
telephones or computers . . . for two weeks. Imagine what could happen?
How would we do without our cell phones or computers for two weeks? So I have this
great idea (maybe), but that demonstrates one of the warnings we must address as
members together of God’s family through Christ. It can be summed up like this.
God loves you and I have a wonderful plan for your life. There is a difference in my
prescribing what There is a difference in my prescribing what you should do and our
sharing the ordinariness of life’s struggles together.
Today is the final message in a four-part series considering the One Another sayings in
the NT. We’ve looked at the importance of our attitude, our commitment and our work
as it relates to one another. We conclude with a warning centered around the idea that
I know what’s best for you.
Paul and James deal with this in their letters. Two examples.
In his letter to the believers in Rome, whom he has not yet visited, Paul encourages
those disputing over dietary laws to knock it off. Whether they are strong or weak in the
faith, he has this counsel.
Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never
to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. Romans 14:13
Earlier Paul says the point is not whether we DO NOT eat or drink to honor God, or
whether we DO, because whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. The point is that we
all will stand before God’s judgment seat, so we shouldn’t rush the judgment by
thinking we have the right to do so with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
James has much the same emphasis in a long list of items dealing with pride and
arrogance. He addresses the destructive recklessness of the tongue. His letter

essentially is about the problem of community conflict: sins of jealousy, quarreling,
pride, putting down of others, a focus on the world, a divided heart.
Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother
or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge
the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and
judge, he who is able to save and destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?
James 4:11-12 The phrase speak evil against is translated slander in the NIV. The
word is literally speak against. Evil is implied, along with the desire to distort the truth
by only presenting part of the truth (i. e. slander). Sound familiar?
Neither Paul nor James is talking about government, the media, or others in general.
They are addressing we who claim to be of the same spiritual family, bound
together by Christ. Why do we sometimes treat those closest to us – our spouse,
our children, our brothers and sisters in Christ – in ways we would never do even
with a stranger? Some observations about the two passages.
•

Speaking against others reveals what is inside us.

Where do our words originate? From inside. From our hearts. Did you see what she
was wearing? Did you hear what he said? Word has it that they . . . Well, I think that . .
. When I speak about another person, my words reveal far more about me than I may
care to admit.
•

When we judge, we imply God isn’t doing His job.

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother
or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge
the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and
judge, he who is able to save and destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?
James 4:11-12
What law is this? The law to love one another. The law of Christ, which is not new, but
is rooted in who we are to be as the people of God, shared by Moses with Israel
centuries earlier. Take a look at Leviticus 19, which emphasizes that when we live as
God’s people with each other, we bring worship to our Lord God, a kind of lifestyle
evangelism.
Some of the commands include: You shall leave (the gleanings from the fields and
vineyards) for the poor and for the sojourner . . . You shall not steal; you shall not deal
falsely; you shall not lie to one another . . . You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob
him . . . You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind . . . You
shall do no injustice . . . You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people . . .
You shall not hate your brother in your heart . . . You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I am the LORD. Leviticus 19:10-18

•

Condemning places unintentional and intentional obstacles causing others to
“stumble”.

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never
to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. Romans 14:13
When we judge others, Paul says, we cause them to stumble, either unintentionally
(stumbling block) or intentionally (hindrance/obstacle). Either way, it means we’ve
taken over God’s position as judge, which, James concurs, means we are essentially
implying that God isn’t doing His job.
So what do we do? Paul wrote in chapter 12 that God calls us to offer our bodies as
a living sacrifice so that instead of being conformed to this world, the renewing of
our minds will lead to life transformation, allowing us to test and discern God’s
good, acceptable and perfect will (Romans 12:1-2).
Earlier still he writes that when we are in Christ nothing separates us from God’s love.
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1
That is good news not just when a person dies, but for right now.
James implores us: Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. James 4:7, 8
What James and Paul address is not new, as we see from Leviticus 19. How do we
treat one another as family in King Jesus? Jesus Himself addresses this in His
teaching.
He challenges those grumbling with one another who do not accept that He comes from
the Father (John 6:43). In Matthew 5-7, what we know as the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus invites us into true well-being or “blessedness.” That means following his order
through the setting aside of anger, contempt, absorbing lust, manipulation, and
payback, and on to the forsaking of dependence upon human reputation and material
wealth. [Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (New York: HarperCollins, 1997), 216]
“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is
the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” Matthew 7:1-5
Dallas Willard describes the log as the desire to condemn. He writes that we must
understand this passage in its context. The first twelve verses of Matthew 7 illustrate
the inner texture of the kingdom life with family, friends, co-workers, and the “next door”

neighbors. (p. 217). Judging often comes from a desire to condemn. The desire to
comdemn comes from contempt. Even if anger and contempt are not issues, we
must realize that the desire to impose our will on others takes over what God is doing by
His Spirit. Paul and James, influenced by Jesus’ words, argue essentially the same
thing. So what about the need for discernment? Willard says that all of Matthew 7 is
about discernment, arguing that we should read all of it after first reading Matthew 5 and
6.
He reminds us that respect for the other is foundational to understanding what Jesus is
teaching in Matthew 7:1-12. So do we ignore when others who claim to be followers of
Jesus are living opposed to His teaching? Not at all. Willard summarizes some
essential boundaries from Scripture. 1) We don’t undertake to correct unless we are
absolutely sure of the sin. Think about that for a minute. How many times don’t we
simply assume, rather than listening first? 2) Not just anyone is to correct others.
Correction is reserved for those who live and work in a divine power not their own. 3)
The “correcting” to be done is not a matter of “straightening them out.” It is a matter of
restoration. We usually stress a change of behavior when God’s focus is on a
restoration of relationship, beginning with the heart. 4) The ones who are restoring
others must go about their work with the sure knowledge that they could very well do
the same thing that the person “caught” has done, or even worse. (Wlllard, The Divine
Conspiracy, 218-219)
Outside of the Bible, God continues to use The Divine Conspiracy as one of the two
most influential books in my life in the last several years.
Conclusion. As we share around the Lord’s Table in a few moments. May the Word of
God and the Presence of God remind us that we are invited to remember the One Who
took away for all time our condemnation before God, the One Who welcomes us, and
Who reminds us we share this holy moment with one another to remind us that we
share this life together. (Pray)

NEXT STEPS: Read Leviticus 19:1-18 and Matthew 7 aloud twice slowly. Review the
outline. Discuss the difference between judging and discernment in this context. Share
what you sense is God’s next step for you. Pray for each other, thanking God that
Jesus took upon Himself our condemnation so that we can be restored to God and each
other. Bonus: read James, especially chapters 2-4.

