September 24, 2017 Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, ND
TITLE: OUR WORK WITH ONE ANOTHER: A JOB DESCRIPTION (One Another #3)

According to Job Service numbers published in a recent Jamestown Sun article there
are currently twice as many job listings than there are workers seeking jobs, just 200+
workers for over 420 jobs registered in Stutsman County. And those are just the jobs
listed. TBC is currently looking for an interim pastor to prepare you for the next lead
pastor. Jamestown’s current unemployment rate is 1.8%. Over the last four years the
jobless rate has consistently been around 2-3.5%.
But what kind of jobs are these? What are the requirements and the pay? All good
questions.
What would you say is the job of a follower of Jesus as it relates to other Jesus
followers? (Audience) This is the third in our four-part One Another series. We’ve
looked at our attitude and our commitment. Next week we will consider a few warnings,
but today we examine the specific work requirements in the job description we
have toward one another.
•

Speak truthfully as members of one another.

We’ve already looked at a couple references in Ephesians 4 about bearing with one
another with all humility, gentleness and patience (4:2). The chapter concludes with the
call to be kind and tenderhearted, giving the grace (i. e. forgiving) to one another as we
have received from God in Christ (4:32). In the middle of this teaching the apostle Paul
uses the language of putting off certain behaviors and putting on others.
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. Ephesians 4:25
Consider all the rhetoric and debate over ethnicity, history, citizenship and the
aspirations of various nations. We can easily let the din of the so-called news from the
24-hour services of TV, radio, internet and social media put our brains into a fog. We
are told what to think.
Contrast this with who we are in Christ. To whom do we belong? One another. We
are members of one another. The implication is that we don’t try to deceive, but
speak truth. Earlier in the chapter we are told that instead of craftiness and deceitful
scheming, those who would grow up into Christ our head, must speak the truth in love.
Our work demands that we do so remembering we belong to one another, so we
speak the truth, not as a weapon, but as a way to build one another up. Do you
use words as weapons or as spiritual Miracle Grow? Imagine how different that would
look to our communities and state.

•

Instruct with God’s word, not your own opinion.

We all have opinions about many things. We often share those opinions through
various social media. But not all opinions benefit those who hear. Some just let off
steam . . . and lead to boiling in others.
After discussing the sensitive issue of how to handle those who are strong or weak in
the faith, Paul includes this note to the believers at Rome. I myself am satisfied about
you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and
able to instruct one another. Romans 15:14
Paul expresses confidence that his readers have the ability to instruct one another in
this matter of how to handle the issues raised between the weak and strong in faith
because they are filled with God’s goodness. Do we have that kind of confidence in
each other?
Larry Kitchel’s words to me almost nine years ago when I was considering if I should
lead a TBC team on a mission trip to Uganda and Kenya continue to ring in my ears.
God has already prepared you. Just come. When I considered the Regional Minister
position, I recalled his words again. As I consider where you are as a congregation,
I believe you also are ready. God has already prepared you.
Paul uses that same word instruct in his words to the believers in Colossae. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing (instructing) one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness (grace) in
your hearts to God. Colossians 3:16
What does it look like to be formed in Christ, to be raised with Him, our minds on things
above? In verse 15 Paul writes it means the peace of Christ acts as our umpire. In
verse 16 he describes our teaching and instructing as being the word of Christ that
dwells richly in us.
For the word of Christ to dwell in us richly and come out in our interaction, it has
to somehow get in us. How is the word of the King getting in you? Through worship.
Through a Life Group. Through personal study. Through simply listening to it.
How does it come out? Interestingly Paul used psalms (likely songs from Psalms),
hymns (other scriptural-based songs) and spiritual songs (songs inspired by the events
of the OT, the life of Christ and the early church) as the means of our instructing.
Think of how a song will stick with you. What did President Trump call Kim Jung Un last
week in his U. N. speech? Rocket Man. What immediately comes to mind? The 45year old song by Elton John. Imagine how impactful are the songs we learn and sing
together. The melody, the poetic verse, the rhythm combine with important teaching to
not only aid our worship together and in private, but also our understanding and living of
the faith. That’s why worship leaders are not just concerned with the melody, but

what the words actually teach us about the Lord and His work. Our job description
continues.
•

Bear burdens.

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 Paul shares
these words in one of his harshest letters to those who claim to be followers of Jesus in
the Galatian region, but are being led astray by requirements that undermine the very
meaning of the good news.
In the previous verse he calls on the spiritual leaders to gently restore those ensnared in
transgression. Next is a general call not just to others, but to all of us to lift up that
which weighs our brothers and sisters in Christ down. What can we do to help
them up? That is the law of Christ, the law of the King. Jesus uses these words:
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.
John 13:35
Think of the images and reports we are receiving from Mexico and various Caribbean
islands devastated by earthquakes and hurricanes. When people band together to
assist those in need, it speaks volumes. How much more so when we do for each
other as belonging to King Jesus. A related command is this:
•

Serve one another.

A chapter earlier in Galatians we read: For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only
do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. Galatians 5:13
There is more to the context. Basically Paul wishes that those intent on followers of
Jesus keeping all the ceremonial Jewish law would get sloppy in circumcising
themselves. God calls us to freedom in Christ, freedom to serve the King. But freedom
not to follow Jewish ceremonial laws does not mean we are given license for immorality.
The way we practically serve Christ is by serving one another in love. We
experience freedom by serving.
A lot of people have this backwards. We insist on doing only what we want to do,
insisting we are free, only to discover later that we are in fact bound by pride and
selfishness. We experience His joy when we serve one another. This leads to
another one another command.
•

Consider how to stir up . . . to love and good deeds.

The book of Hebrews is written to give us a proper understanding of Christ and His
work, so that our worship and lives reflect who we are in Him. There are three let us
sayings. Because Jesus is our great high priest in heaven over all of God’s house . . .
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. . . Let us hold fast the

confession of our hope without wavering . . . And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works. Hebrews 10:22-24
The next verse reminds us that we must regularly meet together as God’s people if this
is to happen. I mentioned the rhetoric of various 24-hour news outlets. They seem to
be linked to and inspired by those who like to stir up the political pot, left-wing, rightwing, Russian . . . you name it.
What if we would purposely reject those who demand the resources of our
attention, emotions and involvement, and instead devote ourselves to stir up one
another for a different purpose? Love and good deeds. Self-giving for the absolute
best of others, encouraging them to do that which is truly good.
One of the more difficult tasks of being a pastor is dealing with the interpersonal
conflicts between spouses, family members, brothers and sisters in Christ. Now I get to
be involved with 51 churches! As one Regional Minister emailed me with a bit of humor,
What were you thinking? It is so easy to stir up the negative and destructive. But it
is joy when we stir up and bear and serve and instruct and speak truth . . . leading
to love and good deeds, in other words in ways that let us see Jesus. Let your
light together so shine . . . One last item in our job responsibilities toward one another.
•

Practice hospitality.

The Greek word is comprised of words literally meaning, love of strangers. In all our
debate about whom we should and should not allow into our country, we tend to ignore
the reality that somewhere in our familial pasts, we all are immigrants, including those
who came here centuries before us. My father and uncle are here this morning. Their
great grandfather immigrated to the U. S. with his mother and sister during the height of
the Civil War. Chew on that for a few minutes.
In Peter’s list of instructions to followers of Jesus forced into exile in other parts of the
Roman empire, disenfranchised, sometimes persecuted and falsely charged, he writes:
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9 The Greek word for
grumbling even sound like it, goggusmou.
At times my hospitality is not always with the right spirit . . . and then there is no joy. But
when I do so as for Christ, my attitude changes . . . and God’s gift of joy returns.
Conclusion. Our bulletin includes a job description for a church secretary, who also will
hopefully have some financial skills. We continue to have an opening for a Youth
Director or Pastor. We are searching for an Interim pastor. It seems like a lot of
positions to fill. Here is where we all are needed. I firmly believe each of those
positions, as important as they are, are only as effective as we all fulfill our job
description when it comes to one another. When that happens TBC will truly be a
lighthouse, not only steering people from danger, but welcoming them to Christ.
(Pray)

NEXT STEPS: Read through the texts and outline several times. Check the items
where you sense God is at work in you. Interact with another as to your selfperceptions. Share what you are learning. Share God’s next step for you to practically
connect with your TBC brothers and sisters. Pray for each other. Next Sunday we will
conclude the One Another series with a few warnings.

