September 17, 2017 Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, ND
TITLE: COMMITTED TO ONE ANOTHER (One Another #2)

Living in Jamestown, when someone uses the word committed it can mean being
placed at the State Hospital against one’s will.
We use the word commitment, though, in many other ways. Please share some
examples. (Audience) Marriage. Paying bills. Providing for our families. Obeying
laws. Identifying with Christ through baptism. Identifying with each other through
membership (cf. I Am a Church Member series in April-May). The President commits
himself to do what? Upholding the U. S. Constitution.
We are in a brief series on the one another passages in the NT. Last week we looked
at several texts that described our attitude as it relates to one another. Today we will
examine the commitment we make to one another as followers of Jesus.
When I say that, some of you may be thinking, I didn’t make any commitment to others.
If your commitment extends to simply coming to TBC when you feel like it, when it offers
what you want in the way you like it, i. e. as a consumer, then this is topic to which you
cannot relate, but to which God is calling to reexamine your beliefs.
Being a follower of Jesus necessitates that we consider His brothers and sisters. We
cannot commit to Christ without recognizing that we commit to His family. So what does
that mean exactly? When we commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another . . .
•

To confess our sins.

James begins and ends his book with a call to prayer, asking God to give wisdom
(chapter 1) and asking for His healing (chapter 5). In giving instructions about prayer he
lists something which we often do not do: confess sins to one another. James is not
only talking about confessing the sins we commit AGAINST each other, but also
confessing sins to another brother or sister in Christ.
I’ve discovered over three decades of ministry and also personally, the practical
importance of confessing sins regularly. There is something freeing about
confessing to another person, not just to God. So when someone says, I don’t buy this
confessing sins to another. I just confess them to God, I’m thinking, There goes a
person who is not serious about her/his relationship with God. She/he does not realize
that God-with-skin-on is my brother and sister in Christ.
Our will, emotions and minds don’t always line up before we repent and confess, but
God uses our confession to make His changes in our will, emotions, minds and
actions by His Spirit.

We confess in appropriate ways with appropriate people. We may confess to our
spouse, or in a Life Group. Most often confession is appropriate with people of the
same gender. In some cases that confession may need to expand to others, always in
a spirit of humility. Confession releases the power the evil one has when it comes
to guilt, shame and deception. One of the reasons we don’t confess sin is that we
are afraid that by doing so we will be rejected. What’s that little verse we like to
quote from Romans 3:23? All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.
Do you have someone with whom you can confess your sins? Do you do it regularly?
Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:16 When we
commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Bear in love, humbly, gently and with patience.

Paul writes, I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. Ephesians 4:1-3
In the first three chapters of the book Paul reminds us that God’s work by the Spirit in us
is to tear down the wall that stands between us and God, which also means tearing
down the wall between Jew and Gentile. In Christ there are no longer any walls that
divide.
The way we live this life, the way we walk, is that we commit to one another NOT to
have a little note pad where we mark down every perceived infraction or difference as
worthy of confrontation. We bear with one another in love. This assumes, of course
that we are living together in such a way that recognizes many of our differences are
God-given and to be used together to bring Him glory.
What does that look like? Bearing with one another in love requires us to be humble.
Others also have to bear with us. We are gentle with each other. We are patient or
forbearing with each other. That means instead of letting anger flare, we learn to live
recognizing that Jesus is in charge. Bearing with one another in love humbly, gently
and with patience does not mean we ignore things that need to be addressed, but
does mean we interact with each other from His agenda, not our own.
When we commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Be kind, tenderhearted and grace-giving (forgiving).

The life that leads to joy is directly linked to putting off certain behaviors and putting on
others. One of those is forgiveness. We approach one another as people willing to
give the grace that we have received from God in Christ. That’s what forgiveness
is, a giving of grace.

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you. Ephesians 4:32
Extending forgiveness (grace) to others changes us. It doesn’t soften our minds,
but it does soften our demeanor. We become kinder, tenderhearted. Ezekiel describes
this as God turning our hearts of stone into hearts of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26-27). Is there
any one to whom God is prompting you to give grace? To forgive? To begin the
process of reconciliation? Do you first need to receive His grace-forgiveness?
When we commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Greet/identify with them.

After the many greetings Paul extends to people at the church in Rome, whom he
knows, but where he has not yet visited, he urges them: Greet one another with a holy
kiss. Romans 16:16a
The kiss was a way of identifying with others, indicating acceptance. That’s why
when Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss, it is such a shocking insult.
In many countries a greeting is not just with a handshake, a hug or a kiss, a greeting
also includes an introduction. If you are new that introduction includes something about
you, where you live, your family and work. This helps the other person(s) identify with
you and begin to trust. Are our greetings sincere? Do they show a warmth and
acceptance for others, whatever their social status?
When we commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Emphasize Who brings us together.

Live in harmony with one another, (Romans 12:16a) is literally, ones who are thinking
the same thing with one another. Thinking the same thing means having the same
frame of reference . . . and that reference is Christ. We always come back to Christ,
because He is the One Who causes us to have the same mind. Take a look at
Philippians 2:1-11 for our motivation.
When we commit ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Receive all the same.

So then, my brothers (and sisters), when you come together to eat, wait for (or receive)
one another. 1 Corinthians 11:33
This is related to the previous two statements: greeting one another and living in
harmony with one another. In castigating of the believers in Corinth for separating

themselves based on how much and what kinds of food they brought to the common
meal, Paul reminds them again Who brings them together. Many translations use wait
for in the sense of deference for each other around the meal table. I like commentator
Gordon Fee’s suggestion that the word is better translated receive as reference to their
hospitality, not when they begin to eat.
Does our hospitality indicate that we treat all the same? Last Sunday we had the
picnic. Would we regard a person the same if they brought a bag of chips vs. a
delicious dessert vs. some fresh vegetables? What would we think if they brought
nothing? Jesus and James both address this same topic. Lastly, when we commit
ourselves to Christ, we commit to one another to . . .
•

Humbly serve them.

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place,
he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example,
that you also should do just as I have done to you.” John 13:12-15 Jesus, of course,
washes their feet in response to their arguing who will be more important in Christ’s
kingdom.
Serving each other in ways that humble us, that don’t reveal our rank or status, are
sometimes difficult. Friday the NAB Conference sent an email announcing my
appointment and call as Northern Plains Regional Minister. They used my title Dr. in
the press release. Sometimes we enjoy the attention of our position. Jesus says that it
is not about who is more important than the other. We all come to Christ the same
way, as undeserving beggars whom He lavishly loves. Let us remember that and
serve one another from that gratitude and that humility.
Conclusion. Are we committed to one another? Let’s use the Next Steps section and
talk with another person or share in our Life Group. Let’s confess, bear with, forgive,
greet, live in harmony, receive and humbly serve one another. (Pray)

NEXT STEPS: Review each verse and the outline. Share with another what stands out
to you. Rate your commitment to others on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high). What
practical step will you take to demonstrate your commitment to your TBC sisters and
brothers in Christ? After sharing a request and praise, pray together. Next week we will
look at our work with one another.

