September 10, 2017 Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, ND
TITLE: ONE ANOTHER IT BEGINS WITH OUR ATTITUDE

The three books I read this summer relating to peacemaking all emphasize the
importance of the family that we are in Christ. We are brothers and sisters in Him. But
what does that mean? How does that work out practically? We know that just because
people are family does not mean there is a healthy, growing relationship.
So, too, in the family of God. Jim Van Yperen, in his book Making Peace, catalogues
the one another sayings in the New Testament into four areas: our attitudes, our
commitment, our work and our warning. The next four weeks I will be talking about
what the Bible says to help us live out these one another sayings using these four
general areas. We will look at sayings by Jesus, John, James, the writer of Hebrews
and Paul.
Last week we participated around the Lord’s table, another practical reminder that we
share together, indeed we find our identity together in Christ. Being in Christ is not
just a relationship with Him, but with each other. If we miss that, we miss the
fundamental understanding of what it means to be in Christ and it will show up in
the way we relate to each other.
Last week I also shared that one of the things the Lord is teaching me is that I am not in
charge. I would never say that, but my actions may indicate otherwise. My actions
communicate what I really believe. So what does the NT say about our attitudes?
•

God receives the glory when we welcome each other as Christ does us.

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Romans 15:7 The context before the therefore is Paul’s teaching about how we relate to
those with stronger or weaker faith. Pride can become a real problem. We can get
entrenched in our understanding of an issue to the point that relationships become
strained.
What does it mean to accept, to welcome, literally to receive each other just as Christ
received us? (Audience) Christ does not welcome us only after we have met certain
standards, after we’ve washed and put on certain clothing, agreed to certain behavior.
Now, interacting with Christ will not leave us the same, but He welcomes us as we are.
Jesus was the friend of those others avoided and ignored.
Likely Paul is referring to Gentile and Jewish followers of Christ. We can make ethnicity
a dividing point, political positions, social status, age. If we are welcomed by Christ the
same way, how does our attitude need to change in how we welcome that person who
is new or different whom I meet at the clinic, the bank, school, next door, here?
•

God uses our peace with one another as a sign of His kingdom.

Be at peace with one another. Mark 9:50 Jesus uses this phrase to conclude a longer
section, in which He challenges His disciples about their arguing over who is more
important. He says following Him means giving up whatever it is that makes us untrue
to God, whatever causes us to sin. We must get rid of that attitude. Sin leads to the
fires of hell, ultimate spiritual ruin.
But there is another fire of purification, which, like salt, makes us distinctive in this world
as His followers. He defines life as life with God. Life with God is eternal life, life in the
kingdom of God now. Instead of arguing about who is the greatest, living at peace
with one another is a sign of life, of God’s kingdom in us, through us.
•

We belong to one another.

So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
Romans 12:5
We fiercely guard our independence, our possessions, our positions, the things that
identify us. God’s word says our identity is in each other, because as the body of
Christ, we can’t exist without each other. We belong to each other.
How does that change one’s attitude? Think of how so many are helping each other in
Texas after Hurricane Harvey. Do we focus on protecting what is ours, or do we
first do whatever it takes to protect us, i. e. one another?
•

Fellowship with one another is a sign of our walking in God’s light.

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7
Fellowship is more than church eating times, like the picnic this afternoon. But if we are
walking in God’s light, the evidence shows up in the way we interact with each other.
We have Christ in common, the One Who cleanses us from all sin. I think this is related
to the counsel in James 5:16 about the need to confess our sins to each other. In other
words just as confession is to be done with a brother or sister in Christ, so walking in the
light of God’s way is not something we do by ourselves, but together with others. It’s an
indication that we are cleansed from sin by Christ’s blood.
When I say, I don’t need others, it calls into question if I am truly walking in God’s
light, if Christ’s blood has indeed cleansed me from sin, certainly the sin of pride.
•

Loving each other as God’s family goes together with devotion.

I’m not speaking of a personal quiet time with God, but our devotion to each other. That
means spending time, developing relationship, working through difficulties. Devotion
and brotherly love go together, like pie and ice cream, like hard work and satisfaction,

like humility and mending relationships. Share some examples of what it means to be
devoted to one another? (Audience)
Love one another with brotherly affection. Romans 12:10a
•

Go out of your way to honor one another.

Outdo one another in showing honor. Romans 12:10b Can you imagine how life
would change in our marriages, our homes, our workplaces, our church, if
instead of pointing out the faults of others and freely sharing them, we, instead
honored our spouse, our children, our parents, our co-workers, our boss, our
employees, our teachers, our students, our brothers and sister in Christ?
What would happen if we make it a kind of competition, not to see who wins, but as a
way to motivate each other to treat the other person as though he/she is Christ?
•

We encourage and build up one another because we live with Christ, whether dead
or alive.

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 1
Thessalonians 5:11
Paul writes these instructions, reminding us that Jesus is in fact going to return one day.
The implication is that we are His. Whether we are alive or dead, our life in Him and
His in us is the same. That is His promise.
Think about how that changes the way we relate to each other. The letter you received
from Kristy and me a couple days ago is, understandably, a shock for many of you. It
took us some time to come to the point where we were emotionally ready to say, YES,
to the Lord in this matter. When we did we had a peace that He is in control, not just for
a new chapter for us, but also for you. The last three months has shown us that you are
ready.
The routine of TBC and our relationship will change, but that doesn’t change the
relationship we have in Christ as His together. Whatever the changes of life, we
encourage and build one another up, because our life is in Christ.
•

Caring for one another becomes our focus, not division.

Drawing attention to differences is not bad. Differences, Paul wrties, are an
indication of God’s work in us. When we let differences lead to division, we miss
the point of God’s work. Our differences, writes Paul, in Christ’s body are to motivate
us to care for one another.
God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that
there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for

one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together. 1 Corinthians 12:24b-26
•

Loving one another demonstrates we are followers of Jesus.

In the midst of the confusion that Jesus’ departure will be to His followers, Jesus brings
them back to one simple command. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another; just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John
13:34-35
Imagine the power of lives that identify with Jesus in practical ways of doing what
is best for each other. To be a disciple of Jesus means by definition, a learner. We
don’t buy a ticket to be a disciple. A disciple is not someone who gets a plaque or
graduation certificate. To be a disciple, a learner, a follower of Jesus means living
in this uncertain time and world with certainty in the One Who is over time, the
One Who is in charge. We do so, in all the chaos, by loving one another.
•

Associate with those who may make you feel uncomfortable.

What do I mean? I am not saying we should put ourselves or others in danger. I am
talking about those who make us feel uncomfortable because they look or talk or live or
smell or are different, ignored or despised by many.
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Romans 12:16
Sexual offenders, alcoholics, those struggling with gender identity, those who have very
few of this world’s possessions, those with disabilities of the mind, the emotions, the
body. Associate with the lowly, writes Paul, with those who will not help you get ahead
in life, and it will begin to work on your pride and prejudice. Some of them are family in
Christ.
Conclusion. My attitude. That’s the place that I must start when considering the one
another commands in God’s word. We begin with God’s glory and our humility.
Sometimes it’s helpful to take a long look in the mirror and realize the place to begin is
with the person reflected in the glass. (Pray)

NEXT STEPS. Read through the texts. Take some time to look at the verses
surrounding to provide context. Mark the statements where you sense God’s Spirit at
work in you. Underline those that need to be emphasized. Choose one statement and
one step that you will take. Share your responses with another and ask for their
feedback. Share a request and praise as you pray for one another. Next week we will
focus on the commitments we make to one another.

