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Introduction: Earlier this week I was sitting at Java Creek coffee shop in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
trying to come up with an introduction to this Sunday’s sermon when I kept being distracted by
two young men (teenagers) sitting in the booth next to me. One was wearing glasses and a
Minnesota Twins baseball cap while the other had on a bright yellow t-shirt that had the words
Suicide Prevention written across it. In stark contrast to his yellow t-shirt the teen had long red
hair that he couldn’t seem to stop running his hands through.
Twitter, dance parties, Facebook, creating videos on Youtube, and taking pictures of themselves
had largely been the topics of their conversation. The two teenagers discussed at length ways
to make money – most of which sounded like get rich quick schemes to my ears. The young man
in the Minnesota Twins cap appeared to be the brains of the operation as he guided his
seemingly younger counterpart through the ebbs and flow of the business world to the best of
his knowledge.
After thirty minutes of discussing ways to get rich by utilizing their technological savviness the
red headed teenager with the yellow shirt stood up to leave when the young man with the
Twins cap said, “I only live like a mile away so if you need me, come over anytime. I believe in
you.”
Although I disagreed with several of the things these two young men said and suggested to one
another I couldn’t help but be impressed with the fervor at which these two youth approached
their goals.
For those of you that have spent time working with youth you know that this stage of life is
characterized by energy, zeal, unbridled passion, and a strong sense of invincibility. Teenagers
have a teachable spirit and are willing to step out with confidence and try new things. They
have a strong desire to be tested and long to be given the opportunity to both fail and to
succeed.
Dann Spader, who has spent several decades as a youth pastor, writes, “Working with
teenagers can be both joyful and demanding, all on the same day. Sometimes they act like
adults and they amaze us with their keen insight and fresh views. Then, at a moment’s notice,
they can revert to childishness and become angry, discouraged, or self-centered.”
Developing believers to become fishers of men can present similar ups and downs to working
with teenagers. Jesus knew that if new believers were going to mature into fishers of men He
needed to invest in them.
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If we pick up on Scripture in Luke 4:42-44 we find Jesus returning with His disciples from a
missions trip of sorts where He had been preaching in the synagogues of Galilee. Some scholars
believe that this trip could have taken as long as two months, as Jesus and His disciples visited
all of the synagogues in Galilee. However long their trip took, it’s clear that Jesus’ disciples were
away from their fishing business for an extended amount of time.
When Sarah and I returned home after nearly three weeks of being down in Alabama picking up
our daughter I can tell you that we both felt the pressure to get back to work and meet the
needs of everyday life. Upon returning home to their businesses I can only imagine the pressure
Jesus’ followers felt to pay bills and meet the needs of everyday life. Even more, I can hardly
imagine the sheer frustration that must have occurred when Peter and his buddies returned to
their fishing business only to spend the entire night catching absolutely nothing (Luke 5:5).
I can only imagine their irritation was amplified when we read in Matthew 5:1 that the crowds
began “pressing in on Jesus to hear God’s word”. Can’t you just see the disciples standing off to
the side while Jesus is teaching, not wanting to get involved? Perhaps they are steaming mad,
because they just spent the entire night working hard and have nothing to show for it.
It’s at this time that Scripture tells us that Jesus climbed into one of the boats while the
disciples were washing their nets. I can just see them venting to one another – perhaps under
their breath – as they decide to throw in the towel on their fishing excursion for the day. We
got skunked last night so what’s the point of even trying today?
I think it’s safe to say that the disciples’ attitudes were on the verge of boiling over when Jesus
tells Peter “Put out into deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” (Matt. 5:4). To this
command, Peter begrudgingly responds, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night long and caught
nothing. But if you say so, I’ll let down the nets.” (Matt. 5:5). From these first eleven verses of
Matthew 5 we are able to several insights into the characteristics of a Fisher of Men.
Five characteristics of disciples as fishers of men
First and foremost, Luke 5:1-3 shows us how the disciples made themselves available for the
service of God’s Kingdom. We see their obedience to the Master on display when they allow
Him to use their boat. When Jesus called them into service, the disciples were willing to
respond even when they were disappointed with the results from the previous evening’s fishing
excursion.
Secondly, Jesus’ disciples were faithful as they responded to His difficult request to take their
boat out into deeper waters and drop their nets. Spader writes, “They had fished all night and
had caught nothing – the morning hours were not the time to try again. And definitely not out
in the deep, as it was in the shallow of the spring waters of the northern shores where fish
gathered. But they obeyed, faithfully doing as Jesus requested.”
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Thirdly, v. 6-8 read, “When they did this, they caught a great number of fish, and their nets
began to tear. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them; they
came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.” So, what we see here is that the
disciples were teachable. We read that they were willing to do what Jesus requested, even
though they worked hard all night long and had nothing to show for their labor.
Fourthly, the disciples were enthusiastic about the new lessons they were learning from the
Master. When they saw what Jesus had done and how He filled their boat with fish until it was
on the brink of sinking I can only imagine the excitement on the faces of the disciples as they
called on the other boat for support only to have that boat also nearly sink due to the utter
weight of their catch! Scripture says that when Peter saw this, “he fell at Jesus’ knees and said,
‘Go away from me, because I’m a sinful man, Lord!” (Matt. 5:8).
Finally, we see the disciple’s responsiveness to the Master and His leadership when we read
that after Jesus commands them to catch people instead of fish they respond with obedience
by docking their boats and leaving everything behind to follow Him. (Matt. 5:11). Being
available, faithful, teachable, enthusiastic, and responsive to the leadership of the Master are
all characteristics of a disciple working as a fisher of men.
What fishers of men need to make the catch
Dann Spader writes, “When disciples make the transition from spiritual childhood to their
spiritual teens, their needs of growth and development change radically. Perhaps one of the
greatest needs believers have at this stage is to see and experience God using them.”
Following her senior year of high school, my wife Sarah, along with other teenagers from her
church, lived out their Christian faith by doing evangelism on the streets of Toronto. Although
she doesn’t remember exactly how she proclaimed the Gospel to the people she interacted
with she does remember giving those individuals the opportunity to share their life story.
For those of you that were involved in the church during your formative teenage years there is
a good chance that you had a similar experience of evangelizing in a neighborhood, either big or
small, like Sarah.
Fishers of men need to have this experience – they need to be tested. With the primary
objective being to proclaim the reign of Jesus and the joy that can be had in Him there are
several ways that fishers of men can gain this experience. In reference to this experience, Dann
Spader writes, “It may mean something as simple as caring for a baby in a nursery and
experiencing God’s pleasure. It may mean having the opportunity to share your story or
ministering to a senior citizen by teaching God’s Word. The experience is not just religious
activity. It is something that instills the sense that God is using me. He is working through me. I
am seeing the spiritual happen, lives are being touched and I know it’s not me. It is God. This is
the reason I was created, to be a vessel through whom God could flow.”
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One of the most critical lessons for believers in this boat is learning how to adjust the priorities
of their life to fully be attuned to the leading of the Spirit. Fishers of men need to experience
living in the Spirit, ministering in the Spirit, loving in the Spirit, serving in the Spirit, giving in the
Spirit, dying to self through the Spirit, and receiving victory over sin by the Spirit.
I’ve witnessed this both first hand and second hand. People come to Christ, begin to grow, and
want to be used by God. They are quick to get involved in the church by volunteering as a
Sunday school teacher, an usher, a worker in the nursery, or leading an after-school outreach
event for students. They work tirelessly trying to build relationships with their neighbors as well
as their work colleagues because they believe this is what the Bible is telling them to do. After
several weeks or months, they’re worn out and disillusioned. Things didn’t turn out the way
they were hoping. Problems surfaced and conflict arose both internally and externally – they’re
joy was gone.
The apostle Paul describes a similar scenario in Romans 7 when he writes, “For I know that
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do what is good is with me, but
there is no ability to do it. For I do not do the good that I want to do, but I practice the evil that I
do not want to do.” (Rom. 7:18-19). He then goes on to say in v. 24 “What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:24). But in the very first couple of
verses in the next chapter Paul presents a glorious answer to the problem at hand when he
says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, because the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death.”
Spader writes that “The Spirit-filled life is the victory that sets us free. It is the new way; it is the
only way. There are many ways to describe this lifestyle: the exchanged life, the Spirit-filled life,
the crucified life. Without learning this new way of living, [a fisher of men] will be doomed to
frustration, legalism, burnout, a loss of joy, an unproductive lifestyle.” The life-giving Spirit of
God that is found throughout Romans 8 is essential for the fisher of men to endure the journey
Jesus has called them to complete.
Another important facet for fishers of men to be engaged more aggressively in the battle of
fishing for men is for them to recognize their own brokenness and need for repair. If you’ve
spent any extended amount of time trying to reach people for Christ your wounds have, at one
time or another, been revealed. As we are made more and more aware of our woundedness it’s
critical that we come to trust the Spirit to cover our brokenness so that we are more prepared
to share the Gospel with seekers and nurture new believers. As we read in 2 Corinthians 12:9
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfected in weakness.”
Being a fisher of men is not easy, but it is our joy
In Philippians 3:10 Paul writes, “My goal is to know him and the power of his resurrection and
the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death”. So, what does the Apostle Paul
mean when he says that he wants to be “conformed to his (Jesus’) death”?
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First, we know that a fisher of men must be willing to lay down their own life as Christ laid
down His. Jesus says, “No one takes it (my life) from me, but I lay it down and I have the right to
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” (John 10:18).
Second, to be an effective fisher of men it means dying intentionally. We see this in the life of
Jesus when Luke 9:51 tells us that “When the days were coming to a close for him to be taken
up (to heaven), he determined to journey to Jerusalem.” Jesus was completely devoted to the
mission His Father gave Him and carried it out to the very end.
Third, a fisher of men must die graciously and lovingly. Jesus was mocked, spat upon, beaten,
and ridiculed yet He modeled this perfect humility for us by never retaliating or making threats
when He suffered.
Fourth and finally, an effective fisher of men must courageously face their cross as Jesus faced
His. Although the Son could have escaped persecution He courageously endured the cross and,
lived out the words of Psalm 44:22 “Because of you we are being put to death all day long; we
are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
I believe that Jesus was able to have this attitude as He moved towards His death on the cross,
because He wasn’t focused on the cross, but rather on the joy that lay beyond the cross.
Hebrews 12:2 says, “For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Likewise, fishers of men experience this same joy when they deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow Jesus every day (Matt. 16:24) as they learn to focus on the joy set before them
beyond the finish line. Spader writes that being a fisher of men requires “a life of suffering,
servanthood, and sacrifice. It is our calling. It is a great privilege. It is a life of joyful victory
overflowing with His grace during the difficulties of following Him. It is not easy, but it is right. It
is not free of problems, but it is our joy and privilege.”
The words of Psalm 44:22 are true. As fishers of men that follow the footsteps of Jesus “we are
being put to death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered.” A life of following
Christ is costly, but the reward of proclaiming the glory of Christ as make disciples who make
more disciples is unparalleled.
In Matthew 9:36 it says that when Jesus “saw the crowds, he felt compassion for them, because
they were distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.” If following the shepherd is
the chief joy for fishers of men then what can we say about those without a shepherd? They
may experience momentary joy, but without Jesus there distress and dejection will never cease.
The ironic thing is that after the two teenagers left their booth that morning it was snatched up
by three Christian men in their late 50s/early 60s who spent their time discussing Scripture and
sharing with one another about personal struggles. Quite the stark contrast. Jesus says, “The
harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send
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out workers into his harvest.” (Matt. 9:37-38). Fishers of men you know those who are
distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.
Therefore, fish for men! This is the journey the Lord has called us to and chosen to build in us
the character of Jesus. It is the deep longing of our hearts – to be like the one who laid down
His life as a ransom for many.
Sermon-based questions
1) Where are you at in the journey of becoming a fisher of men? Be honest!
2) What are some major lessons you have had to learn on your journey as a fisher of men
for Christ?
3) Read Hebrews 10:32-12:15. This passage is all about what it looks like live as a fisher of
men. What lessons do you see in these verses?

