Russia report Summer 2017: Message
Your church has supported the NAB Russia Ministry for many years and I want to thank
you. In the beginning in the 1990’s we ran regional Bible Schools. Your pastor was
one of those that went to Russia in the early days. The goal was to train people who
felt called to ministry in a short amount of time. You must realize, within communism
you could not run Bible Schools or seminaries. Most pastors were trained through
correspondence courses or learned on their own.
Think of this, the Russians had no textbooks for Christian courses in their language.
It was illegal for Christians to go to college at all.
Because of the Baptist Union in Russia, that faced huge persecution, they continued to
lead people to Jesus.
Trans world Radio beamed programs to much of Russia. People came to Jesus,
people lived their faith, and some died for their faith.
When communism fell, the need was obvious…we needed to train
pastors/teachers/leaders. So we helped along with others to meet that need. Our
traveling schools trained over 500 pastors/teachers/leaders. It was well worth the
sacrifice, the travel, and the many hours of work.
In 1993 to further bridge the lack of education, an American group along with Russian
brothers started Moscow Theological seminary. They established a three-year
seminary. At the high point they had about 100 students. Those were good and bad
years for Russia. The economy was a shambles, patriotism at a standstill, some
wanted a return to communism since basic needs were met, but new generations were
growing up and experiencing freedom. A new person came on the scene, Vladimir
Putin, he promised prosperity, return to greatness. He realized that the resources in the
ground (oil, etc). could be used to build the economy. That began to happen, he
became President, promising “prosperity” for all.
Soon people were working, wealth was growing, and a sort –of freedom took place. He
spoke of Mother Russia and encouraged they could be a top notch player in the world
once again.
He was a different sort of leader. Young, vibrant, not as corrupt. Christians were
allowed to practice their faith. Churches were started, pastors trained by many different
groups.
Then things changed. In the second coming of Mr. Putin, he felt there were too many
non-Orthodox churches and way too many foreign missionaries. An edict came “no

missionary can stay for more than 6 months without being out of the country for six
months”. You can imagine what that did to the residential schools around the country.
Fortunately Moscow Seminary had developed a faculty who have completed doctorates
and they can now train without a translator. However, the seminary declined to less
than 20 students. Dr. Mitskevich was selected as President of the school in 2003, and
he had the vision to train pastors and leaders with the goal of having an evangelical
church in every region, every city, and every town. That is a huge vision.
The second thing he realized is that residential higher education has real challenges.
Those going to seminary had to move to Moscow, with their families, without their
ministries, and without their jobs. Russia doesn’t have “student loans”. So he adopted
the approach of many European schools, to have students be in school for one-two
weeks two or three times a year. Classes would be intensive, centers would be
developed across this vast country (10 time zones). Now the seminary has over 1700
students enrolled in pastoral training courses, leadership courses, counseling courses,
and Christian Education courses. It takes longer, but students can go to school and
keep their ministries, their work, and families.
We now help by providing teachers as requested for various learning centers around
Russia. This past year we provided teachers for 16 courses. We support the centers
when our teachers go there. Your giving allows us to minister throughout the country.
But Russia is changing. The economy is collapsing under the weight of low oil prices,
and Western Sanctions because of the Ukraine incursion. Families have been divided,
the region is in turmoil.
It affects every Russian. Let’s say you live on a government pension in Russia (our
Social Security). HOLD UP RUBLES. These are 50 Rouble Notes, earlier this past
year, they were worth about $3.00. A pension was about $450 dollars, or 14,000
roubles. Today that pension in US $ would be $225. So, on a pension you could buy
enough food, pay for your bus ticket, live an OK existence. Now suddenly, you only
have 50%. What would you be feeling if your income suddenly decreased by 50%?
The best description I have of Russia, it is a third world country with a first class military.
Ukraine brought uncertainty.
Will Russia remain open to the Gospel? Pray that it will, but as we have opportunity we
will we need to continue to train pastors/teachers for this vast country.
THE WORLD IS A MESS…WORSE THAN IN MANY OF MY YEARS OF LIFE

HOW DO WE SURVIVE IN A WORLD THAT IS THIS UNSTABLE?
HOW DO WE FIND PEACE IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS MESS?
DO YOU DESIRE TO KNOW HIM BETTER?

IT WAS A GOOD DAY FOR JESUS, THINK ABOUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM…
ARRESTED, TRIED, BEATEN, CRUCIFIED….DEATH AND RESURRECTION!

HE HAD DONE WHAT HE WAS SENT TO DO, CONQUERED DEATH FOR US.
CARRIED ALL OUR SINS ON THE CROSS.
CONQUERED SIN AND DEATH AND THE POWER OF THOSE AWFUL THINGS.

THE DISCIPLES ON THE OTHER HAND…HAD FAILED IN MANY WAYS. THEY WERE
LIKELY DISCOURAGED…DESPERATE MEN. THEY HAD SEEN JESUS SINCE THE
RESURECTION BUT DIDN’T KNOW WHAT NEXT…HE ENJOYS TIME WITH THEM.
BEFORE THE DEATH OF JESUS WE FIND AN INTERESTING PASSAGE…IN MARK…LISTEN
TO THIS PASSAGE:

Mark 10:32-52

Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before
them; and they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the
twelve aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to
Him: 33“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to
the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him
to the Gentiles; 34and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill
Him. And the third day He will rise again.”
35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we
want You to do for us whatever we ask.”
36And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”
37They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on
Your left, in Your glory.”
38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the
cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”
39They said to Him, “We are able.”
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So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the
baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized; 40but to sit on My right hand and on My
left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared.”
41And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and
John. 42But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who
are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. 43Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become
great among you shall be your servant. 44And whoever of you desires to be first shall be
slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for many.”
46Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. 47And when
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!”
48Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!”
49So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.
Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling
you.”
50And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.
51So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?”
The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.”
52Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.

If Jesus came to you today, and asked the same question, WHAT DO YOU WANT ME
TO DO FOR YOU? I think we have the same choice. We could be like I am often like
those two disciples, if the all powerful God were standing before me, and said, “what do
you want?”, it would be like many prayers, lets’ see, my car is getting older, I’m getting
older, make me and it like new. Fix this, fix that, bring me goodies.
Or do we need sight?
Are we blind to what God is doing?
Am I blind to the needs here and around the world
Do I want God to really open my eyes to the needs around me?

Stories of people we serve

I came back and God had laid them on my mind and heart. I pray for Taras and
correspond on Facebook, Julia I offered any help, the friends in ministry near where
she lives, I haven’t heard back from her.

God opened my eyes…and I saw two people hurting deeply.

Who has God placed in your life to see and to help as HE provides?

I’ve asked those who have been a part of this conference to share someone who God
has placed in their path that has broken their hearts in recent days…

So, now the question: What do you want Jesus to do for you? Would you be willing to
have Him open your eyes to the needs near you, in your church, in your world, around
the world.

I started this work when I was turning 70…I love it, I feel so fulfilled and privileged to be
serving in these days.
Maybe God wants you to see how you could be involved in His work, if you just open
your eyes and allow God to work.

Maybe its to help a neighbor, maybe to give of your resources, maybe to give of your
time to a ministry he is showing you. Maybe it is to GO.

“Let my heart be broken by
the things that break the
heart of God.”

