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TITLE: THE GIFT OF FAMILY, HIS GIFT OF GRACE, Ephesians 2:1-10 (TBC Together
#6)
With the events of last couple weeks involving Kristy’s dad, we’ve been reminded even
more of the importance of family. Your family situation may involve a lot of dysfunction
and pain. You may not have a family. Yet if you are a child of God through Christ,
then you are part of God’s family. You have brothers and sisters in Christ.
What does that mean and how does that work out? We are concluding our series TBC
Together using the book I Am a Church Member by Thom Rainer. Chapter six is I Will
Treasure Church Membership as a Gift. If you are visiting with us or haven’t read the
book yet, some of what I say may not seem all that important. (Review chapter titles.)
Notice that each chapter begins with I. If we are to be family, each of us has a
responsibility in that family.
Why should I view church membership as a gift? Gift is the lens through which we
come to understand God’s work through Christ and the Spirit. The word gift is
used in multiple places in the NT. What comes to your mind when you think of a gift?
(Audience) Several passages deal with our giving gifts to others or to God. but many
emphasize God’s giving to us.
James writes, Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. James
1:17 James includes this reminder in a section about trusting God to help us when we
are in need. God is not arbitrary. He gives and His gifts are good and perfect. He
gives what we need. Paul gives praise to God for His indescribable gift of Christ (2
Corinthians 9:15; cf. John 4:10).
Several passages talk about the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38; 8:30; 10:45; 11:17;
Hebrews 6:4). In Romans 5:15-17 Paul contrasts Adam’s trespass and the judgment
leading to death that it brought with God’s gift of grace and righteousness brought
through Jesus Christ. (Three different words are used five times in these three verses.
The KJV at least makes an attempt to distinguish them, while the NIV, NRSV and ESV
do not.)
In Ephesians 2:8 is the oft-repeated phrase that God’s gift to us is our being saved by
grace through faith. Let’s read these verses together. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. It is
difficult to jump into the middle of any of Paul’s writings. In chapter one Paul writes of
our wonderful status as being adopted into God’s family through Jesus Christ (the
Savior Messiah-King) and sealed by the Holy Spirit. Paul’s prayer is that the Spirit will
give them enlightened hearts to know the hope of our calling, the riches of our
inheritance and the greatness of His power in us who believe.
Chapter two begins by describing who we were, who we are and who we are to be.

•

We were the walking dead living in our own passions and desires. (2:1-3)

Left to ourselves, our trespasses and sins we are the dead following the prince of this
world, rather than the Creator King. We are rebels and rebellious children, separated
from God. This is the story consistent since the first rebellion of Adam and Eve. We
attempt to be God, but in reality we are slaves to our own passions and desires
like dead people walking. We are not in charge but follow a false prince who is ruling
our minds and bodies. Paul writes this is true of all, regardless of our religious or
cultural heritage.
•

God enlivens, raises and exalts us with Christ to show the riches of His mercy, love,
grace and kindness. (2:4-7)

King Jesus breaks the hold of the false prince. In so doing God makes alive not
just His Son, but also us. He raises us up with Him. God exalts us with Christ.
In a few minutes we will witness the baptism of four people. Going down into the water
and coming up out of it demonstrates the death, burial and raising to life of Christ. We
identify with Him. Baptism displays visually what happens to us spiritually. All of
this is a demonstration not of the judgment we deserve as rebels, but of the rich
and abundant mercy, love, grace and kindness of God.
•

God’s gift is to save us by grace through faith so that we can walk in the good things
He already has for us. (2:8-10)

This is God’s gift to us. It isn’t what WE do, but what HE does in us when we
respond in faith, in belief, in trust. We no longer are the walking dead in our
passions and desires, our minds and bodies controlled by the false prince, locked into
the repeated cycle of trespasses and sins. Instead we now can serve the true King.
We have a different walk. We are able to walk the way God already has designed
for us. Instead of our passions and desires, our trespasses and sins, our minds and
bodies controlled by the false prince, we can walk in the good works, the good things
God has already designed for us. We no longer walk blindly about as dead people
following the false prince. We walk with God, the God of grace.
God’s gift is always connected with His grace. In 3:7 Paul writes that the good news
he preaches is the mystery of the gift of God’s grace for all, Jew and Gentile. The good
news is that God brings to fulfillment His work through Jesus Christ, the Savior King.
The gift of the Spirit (4:7), then, is evident through the gifts of the Spirit lived out in us as
we grow together in this one body, this one family, exalting Christ, our King.
Notice that in all these verses the words you (plural), we and us are used. Does God
save us individually? Is each one called to respond to His gift of grace? YES and YES.

Yet we are not saved to be individuals, but rather to walk together to bring glory
to our King.
The baptisms we witness, although the personal testimony of each, are testimonies
for the larger family, testimonies to the larger family to which we belong when we
identify with Christ Jesus. To think that I can follow Christ apart from the family
fundamentally misunderstands and ignores the whole message of Jesus, Paul, and
every other NT writer.
Conclusion. Thom Rainer writes, It’s a lame and invalid excuse to say you will limit your
involvement to the universal church. The Bible is clear that we are to be connected to a
specific church in a specific context.
Church membership is a gift. A gift must be treasured. It should not be taken for
granted or considered lightly. Because it is a gift, we must always be thankful for it.
And when we are thankful for something, we have less time and energy to be negative.
When we receive a gift with true appreciation, we naturally want to respond to the
Giver. We, therefore, see service to God as a natural outflow of the joy of our salvation
and the consequent joy of our church membership. We consider it a privilege to serve
the King, so we look for those opportunities at the church where we serve.
When we receive a gift, we respond with appreciation to the Giver’s entire family.
Other church members who have received the gift of salvation are adopted sons and
daughters of God just as you are. They are not perfect, just as you aren’t perfect. They
are hypocrites, just as you are. But, because of your abundant joy from receiving the
gift of salvation, you serve other church members with joy.
Healthy church membership means you find your joy in being last, instead of
seeking your way and being first. [Thom S. Rainer, I Am a Church Member (Nashville,
TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2013), pp. 72-73]
Rainer continues, When we have an attitude of entitlement, we have a lousy
attitude. We are always looking for what we rightly deserve. And we get indignant
when we don’t get our way.
But when we see life, salvation, and church membership as gifts, our whole
perspective changes. We don’t have any sense of entitlement or expectation. To the
contrary, we want to be last and receive the least because that’s the way Jesus did it.
And we want to be more like Him. (Ibid, 74)
My prayer is that God continue to bring both conviction and encouragement as we
conclude this series. If you haven’t read the book, read it. Read it again. Discuss it.
Sign the six covenants. Take the next step, which begins, Rainer says, with a change
of attitude. The gift of family. His gift of grace. (Pray)
NEXT STEPS: Read Ephesians 2:1-10 slowly three times. Discuss with another what
word or phrase stands out. Review the outline. How is being part of God’s family His
gift of grace? Review the questions in chapter six. Share God’s next step for you
(personally) as it relates to your relationship with His TBC family. Pray together.

